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DO NOT Hlltr. THE ftlXVICTS
Since the Goncral Assembly has de-

e'ded that the- present contract for the
hiring of convicts at the penitentiary
»hall not be renewed after Its expira¬
tion next year, it remains to .be con¬
sidered whether any similar contract:
should he made. The Idea that the
convicts should be mad. a source of
revenue appeals strongly to all who
realize the present necessity for econ-i

omy. It 1« likely to !>¦. urged with
much subtle force by all who have a

selfish Interest lit the continuation of
the contract system. Those who have
a weathci eye toward the treasury and
neniblc for the fate of certain cherish-
ed appropriations will '.- only too
ready to listen to the plea that tlie
State jmould not cut Itself off from any
supply or good ready motu y.
The broad minded legislator, how¬

ever, will look to the greater.though
more remote.benefit io the State from
the employment of convicts In publics!
work rather than to the smaller and
more Immediate returns from a con¬
tract with a private tlrm or corpora¬
tion.

tie werk Of the State is greater,
both <n volume and Importance,
than that of nn> mere private con-
rtrn. The work of a convict is as ^'
valuable to the State us to any person,
or croup of persons. There is no sort
of necessity for the State to invite or
permit any one else to co Into h part-
nershlp with the State in the operation
of taking profit from the labor of i'.n
convicts.
The public highways offer employ.

men: for every available convict for a

hundred years to com'' Tl e b< hi
to the State to be derived from bet-
ter highways, better immigration! In-
.rra;ed facilities for rural transporta-
tion. enhanced land value?, with the
consequent multiplication of receipts!1
from taxation is beyond calculation. I '

For the convicts themselves vigorous
manual later in the open air often
work? a miracle of physical, mental
snd moral regeneration
Able-bodied convicts of too desper¬

ate a character to be trusted on the
roads could be worked In quarries, or

at rock grinding depots, unücr heavy
juard. with safety and profit. Those
under physical disabilities, as well as

the few women In the penitentiary,
:nicht be put to manufacturing the
thousands of articles of furniture,
wearing apparel ami the like needed by
nur various pubii- institutions.
A vital principle is at stalle. No

private concern should he permitted
to mike a profit out of the lawbreakers
of the State. It should have no In¬
tel tit or influence in th' policy of the
State towards the prisoners. It should
no' be allowed to have the State?
help in putting prison-made goods upon
the .aarkct In competition with the
products of frete'iabof.

if tht prfcseitt "contract s had all!
contracts of a like, kind « ill bo bad
exactly to the extent that they rccog-
nise the propriety of the contract
»Vftom. I
The Legislature should leave no

loophole through which any bargain
may b« driven which will deprive the
State of the absolute control of its
own convicts

BISHOP o'CO.WKM,.
Intense gratification was felt by the

Catholics of this city ycsierdny when
the news "raine from Home thai the
Pope had appointed th. ill. rtcv. Den¬
nis Joseph O'Connclt to be Bishop »(
Richmond. After aimoM lwo-scon enri
of dirtlnguifhod service In the church,
he attains tin eminence of the full
bishopric In Richmond, where he was!
ordained to the priesthood In the
VO'a. He was connected with St.
Peter's Cathedral here seme turn- »f.
forward, and wan an editor >¦¦ the'
Catholic Visitor, th. n publish.,I jp,rc.
Born In Charleston and educated there
and at Rome, he latei served a> sec-
refary to Cardinal Gibbous. Then
he became head of the American Col¬
lege In Rome, and foi a whili was
rector of the Catholic Unive'rsit'v id
America. In 1909 lie war consecrated
auxiliary Bishop of gap l'i .ne l .. ii,
la president of the Catholli educa¬
tional Association.
A profound scholar, a man ...( wide

culture, a churchman or .-.aited char-
actci and fruitful labors, BishopO'Conneli will receive hearty welcome
in the city where tie began Ills ser¬
vice, irrespective of creed, the people
of Richiiioiiri rejoice that po worthy
and so able a preist« liai chosen
for the sent made- vacant by tin i'atc
beloved and lamented Bishop Van d,
Vyvcr. Tlie great head ol a great
church could have made no hupplei
selection, none more approprlati none
more welcome.

PMOt.KK.VS IV POSTAL SKItl 1« K.
Rural delivery has been ext< h.ded to

almost every section <>f ib, nation.
Kor Inut reason, the Iricreasi In routoi
has not fbcen great in the past föui
yearn. In ilie annual report * of the
Fourth Assistant. Postiiiuster-General,
P. V. DeGraw, it appears liiat wlien

petitions for row routes aro offered
and rejected the reasons usually as¬
signed uro poor rouds or lack of
bridges. Hero I« n, suggestion to com¬
munities In Virginia aa woll as else¬
where that If they cxpoct the United
States government to bring matt to
them they must bo ready to furnish
transportation facilities. There are
now almost 12,000 routes, ana of lnte
the number added each year has been
only about 500.
A? a business proposition the rural

delivery Is an eye-opener. It costs
about 537.000.000, but the receipts from
Stamps along the routes are only about
J7.fl00.000. showing u balance on the
wrong side of the ledger of 129,600,-
000. This seems bad on the surface,
but Mr. DeOraw, has pointed out ngaln
and again In his recommendations that
the establishment of a parcels post
would go far toward making the. de¬
partment self-supporting.
Among many features of our postal

system under Mr. De draw's direction,
the dead letter office is interesting. As
a people we are getting more careless
as correrpondents, for no loss than
13,611,000 letters and parcels went as¬
tray last year. Of this; nuniibcr It Is
asserted that ll.nOO.OOo would have
been returned to the senders without
coming to the dead letter office if the
writer's address had been printed or
written on the outside of tho letter.
There Is a public tip in that fact.

i.. .-. :.TIV A ItJIT POST roil RICHMOND.
The business orgnnl-/.ntlons of the city

and the City Council should without
delay strive to hnvc an army post to-I
cated hero. Richmond Is an Ideal place
for auch a military establishment. I
Health and climatic condlt'ons here!
are unexcelled; our transportation fa¬
cilities are unsurpassed. The city l->
mos! conveniently near Washington
and Is only seventy-five miles from the
government'; greatest transport hur-
bor. The harbor advantages of Rich¬
mond arc .lust what the situation would
require. Supplies can be had here rea¬
sonably.
Not only would the War Department

serve its best Interests by establishing
i post here, but It would render great
lid to the Virginia militia as well. The
post here would be a constant source
Df Interest and Instruction to the Vir¬
ginia Volunteers and would be a potent
force tn adding to the high standard
already achieved by them. The post
would make for arrester efficiency in
;he State service and deepen the al¬
ready great Interest which the people
rjf Vlrglnln are taking In the mllltln.

If th«>r. laid before the War t'e-
iiartnient sufficient evidence of the de¬
sire of Richmond for nn army post.
It is confidently b'el'evcd that such a

i
i

mst will be placed here. The people
if this city will heartily welcome a
national military establishment hen*
mil no stone should be left unturned
In the effort to secure It for Richmond,

TH K Mi mi hi i- AND PROSPERITY.
Has the much lauded and much de¬

nounced hobble skirt aught to do with
prosperity? The New Titrk Commercial I,
isscrts that "the hobble skirt has beenl<
the chief disturbing factor In the tcsc- j'lilc trade for more than a year." Its j j
scant us" of cloth lias grievously, i
lilishied prospe rity In this particular jiIndustry, has thrown muiiy poop!,; out
of work and reduced the hours of other I.
workers. | j

It has been demonstrated that the l
quantity of cotton cloth Used by wo-,
men has been reduced by it from 122!
1-2 l ards to seventy-two and a half j i
yards a year, a loss to the trade of ijfty I;
yards. The loss did not stop there,
The close skirt demands less lingerie.'
and till* adds another lUteon yards' I,
loss, and hits the total to sixty-live.
yards' loss for each of the r.O.OOO.ijou!
women In this country who follow!]fashion faithfully. This mean.-, a de-j;c ease of 1.050,000,000 yards, or $97.-j
.'.,000 worth 61 cotton goods, or one
year's employment* for 12,000 workers.;,
These figures relate only to the de-j'inaiid for ?cbt.tori That for silk and

liter materials than cotton i? affected!
in the same ratio, though their use may
in-t be so general. The loss goes on
to the factories making goods for ample
lingerie. There Is. so far. no estimate1'

11.in the total loss lo textile Industries
or the number "f p.-.,pie In employ-
merit affected. The cotton, woolen and
silk mnnufiicturlns Industries all
Plain simultaneously of the hobble, al¬
though tlio\ admit that the increased

idid 10 j

.( the hobble skirt
lain.-t the assaults
it it Immodest, de- \

not bi
chargi

'"ity nurs.es who have taken chili'
<¦( "l.lttle Mother*'" clashes In- the
ii,in;-two school- in Chicago' have
j ist decreed thai the- "Km lf-n-bye"
Htuff intuit be barred In the eu-e .,f
infant:;; says n Special fr on thai tllv.
A most sapient dee reo, and in accord¬
ance with n theory we iiuvc hmg hold,j "Rock-ü-bye" stuff, such is cradlej songs, excites babies, as the nurses

declare, when they ought to be sooth¬
ed. For It we hnvo slwnys been con¬
vinced should be substituted the lull¬
ing strains of n ragtime phonograph,
or a steam siren, or In very oxcltublo
coses the full orchestral accompani¬
ment to tho scene In "Parsifal."
where the enchanted oaste goes to uni¬
versal crasli, mash, smash, smithereens
and thundoration. In default of
availability or any of these, however,
the city nurses might In emergencies
.substitute a chorus of Idiotic laugh-
tor or shrieks, tho production of
which, it is hardly to bo doubted, they
are capable.

About tho easiest thing the Genera]
Assembly has to do Is to elect two
United Slates Senators.

Every ono Is in favor of an equali¬
sation of taxes which does not InoreaSa
ills own.

President Taft will be perfectly sat-
islied li ,,rovcs as popular :n Ohio
as lie did in tho Philippines.

Senator Lorlmor's idea of a false
friend seems to be one who will not
Keep his mouth shut.

Postmaster-General Hitchcock might
have used the telegraph companies to
acquaint the President with his report
regarding thorn.

The members of the United States
Senate are having a lively fight over
the peace treaties.

A physician has calculated th.tt tho
human heart has a capacity of 1,622
gallons a day. How some people wish
their stomachs had tho sumo!

Willie Virginia school teachers are

clamoring for more money, those in
Georgia have to get along with
per cent, of their salaries unpaid
This la an appropriate time for the

wife to inquire us to tho whereabouts
of those Christmas cigars.

Voice of the People
the Tax Commission the Paramount

(turntlon, ,

l'o the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.The exhaustive report of tiio

rax Commission, coupled with the sup-
"dement Of Mr. Freeman on the land
;ax, should convince the Legislature
>f Virginia, if they d'.d not know .t
before, of the. unjust and absurd moth-
>ds now used to assess lands in ibis
State. A system run absolutely with- I
jüt concert of action, without any
onference together of the assessor.-,1
rould wo expect anything more than u
liffcrent basis of valuation, represent¬
ing the views of eaeli different asses-
lor?.a heterogeneous mass of unequal
md therefore unjust valuations. There
s not so much dishonesty, as we be-
leve the bulk of the assessors honest,
is there is of Incompetency and cun-
lerl of action necessary for Intelligent
istlmatos. Tho assessor in Gruysoii,
hough honest, knows nothing "f v. hat
jroportlonate valuation is gelng placed
:-n lands by his coworker In Clarke
somit" nor the assessor in Norfolk,
lounty what is being done :n Fairfax.
rhe same way with the commissioners
if the revenue. While horses at e of
liffcrent values In different portions of
be state, there Is not tiiat great diver-
rencc of valuation shown by the as-
lessors, and which could be equalized
>y a written or personal conference
(trough some central head. It is prob-
ibly tills that the "Tax Commission"
lonteniplates, or should if !t does not.
dr. Freeman and the commission seem
o tliltik that a fair estimate of land
valuation can be gained by an average
ally of all land sold In each county
'or two years prior to the land uk-
lessment, and would base their valua-
ion on this average price, will this
netnod stand the test of fractional ex-
ierlence? Can t lie "lair market
value" of land be Obtained by such a
irocess? We bad supposed what was
ncaul by the "lair market value" of
and or "fair cash value" of personalty
ens what it would sell for "under
lie hammer" or put up to the highest
>idder. The hulk of the land acid in
our two years' average would be pri-
ate sales, which Mr. Freeman must
enow is a vastly different thing from
icing sold at public auction, and he
vould probably overreach the true
;alutitlon about as much us he now
hinkfi it is undervalued.
The true basis of valuation of land

should be not only what it would sell
or to the highest bidder, hut what
nroine It furnishes each year, for it Is
>ul of tills income that tiic tax bus
o be paid, just as a man in the city
tola the money to pay Iiis taxes out of
vital his property rents for. The as-
n ssnient of land has to be done locally
or Intelligent valuation. The grower
il peanuts 6r tobacco would lie en-
Iroly Incompetent to value land In
Paxcwcll or Fitnquler, where grazing is
he main occupation, and vice versa.
IVha I Is ne. di d in land valuation is
iot only honesty (ns wo wili concede
hat the assessor in holiest) as tin in-
elltgcnt knowledge of the character
ml productiveness of the land, com-
lined with good old-fashioned horse
tense. We heard of nn assessor in the
coon n pressmen t appointed who was
eniinor by profession, niid nol a anc-

esrful one either, who didn't own n
foot of land and knew no more of ln.nl
initiation than a sailor on a battle?
illlp would. He was honest, but ln-
¦ompclrnt; he assessed nil level land
the same because it was level, whether
it made two barrels of corn to the acre
i>r twelve barrels. lie assessed lain)
that bad fine linibet cut off since the
Insi assessment higher I bun when the
itiubei was oh It. possibly because lie
thought Hie man that owned it "wiisj¦nn of the woods." Such Instances we
hope were rare, yet Ihcy show the
ubsurdlty of the present system, if.
the land assessment <>f Virginia l«rl
go'.iiK to be delegated to nny existingcounts* officers, why not place u with
the HO'il'il of supervisors, and giveIhehi uh additional pay? They are
usually men of sound, practical, com¬
mon sense; know the needs of taxationin tliilr counties; ripe in experience;know Intimately the comparative valueof land n then locations, and gcnot'Ml-ly have ii,..- cinilideiic-e of the public.If not, ilie p. i.pie can elect such us will"tilt them. Then have the different
county chairmen of Hoards of Super¬visors meet nt some central place Insuch section one,, in Hve years undtonler as Iii n proportionate and jui Ivaluation, ami your Tax Commissioncould meet ilium niere In .conferenceWo say In eucli se.-llon; llmt is to say.th.- tobacco neetlop, Hi.- Tidewatersection, the Piedmont and Valley ne'e-tlons und the Iriicklng./iec'tioii. becausethe occupations in nil of I hose areentirely different. »s Is also ihc value

of the lend. Have the county chairmen
of Supervisor« elcot a ohalrman for
ouch orollon and nppolnt three men
tie n board of review, to whom all com¬
plaints could bo referred and decided.
This done, and you would have a com¬
petent, practical. Inexpensive method
of assessment. The commissioners of
the rovenuo have not the local knowl¬
edge possessed by tho different mem¬bers of tho Board of Supervisors, and
often Is would be left to deputies, as
tho personalty assessment Is. whorens
each supervisor could assess In his
own district, and thus divido up thework. If sonio of our salons In tho
Legislature would draft a bill alongthese lines we would hear no more
coniplnlnts about unequal assessments.
If they will not make this change, then
divorce tho county and Slate govern¬
ments and run the State on the corpo¬ration taxes, llccnsos. etc.. and leteach county do Us own taxing for
county government such a system an
was siiiTgested or advocated by ex-Goyernor Tyler in The Times-Dispatchsome years back.
Wo must have a change. Tha pres¬ent system Is obsolete, unjust and, In

many cases, ridiculous. If the Legis¬lature will spend less time on lookingafter the robins and spend more of Itkeeping unequal taxation from rob¬bing the people they will earn a moresatisfactory account with their con¬stituents and give relief to an bp>pressed people.
ROIiF.HT BEVERl.E V.Caret, Essex county.

"The Tent of Alignment."'IV. the Editor of The TImcs-Dlspalch:Sir..I have read with pleasure anilproilt your editorial to-dav on "TheTest of Alignment." Surely your Illus¬tration ls from the highest authority,an authority that has siood firm andtrue nineteen centuries; th" higheste!a-.« of logic cannot be better forti¬fied and buttressed against all assault.Up to tw.o weeks ago tho writerthought he might or would supportGovernor Woodrow Wilson as a presi¬dential candidate for a great andglorious Democracy. My inclinationand general feeling wore enlisted mostkindly for the "scholar In politics." aman I thought fund still think* thor-(Highly honest and defiant In his con¬victions for the betterment of ourcommon country. However. I confessI am now nt a loss to understandGovernor Wilson's treatment of ColonelGeorge Harvey, with his enthusiasticand n.ble support. 1 fear, a:* ColonelHenry Wattetson puts It. the ex-presldenl of Princeton University Is"more of a scholar than statesman,"and with w.hom "prnctlcal politics" 'shut an "Iridescent dream" conceivedand nourished In the cloister's gentleair of soothing, rosy theory.During last October I attended theannual State Fair of North Carolina,held nt Raleigh: D was my pleasurerind honor during the visit to haveGovernor Kltchln Introduce me toGovernor Judson Harmon, of Ohio. Afew moments' talk most favorably Im¬pressed me with the eligibility andavailability of a splendid Old man,richly endowed with ability and hon¬esty. I experienced only one objec¬tion.perhaps a vital one, but at¬tended with no culpable discredit forthe Governor's eminent fitness for theexalted olllce of President of theUnited States.
I must state In nl! candor that IIthought Governor Harmon's age wasthe onlv thing that Blood against him.I did not think he showed a healthy,vigorous old age. nm now writingwith highest nspect ami admirationof u manly man; the Governor looked

every day of seventy-fl\.. years old,hot seventy-five years young, In this
respect I was both surprised and dis¬appointed1. 1 well remembered sov-oral fine grand old men who hadbeen elected to the presidency of Hitsgreat country: the responsible bur-dens of the high otiice, along withthe : tireless Importunities of friendsand fues. only aided and cruelly accel¬erated the until demands of relentlessand exacting Nature.
From Raleigh I r« turned to Rich¬mond, saying to myself. I must rest

my choice with Governor Wilson, al¬though he has announced h few poli¬tical vagttrll 8 l do not relish. Now Ifind In the pi hi few weeks t am wav-erlüg in my Intentions, even on thedubious verge ot throwing my honest
and self-imposed allegiance' to thewinds. Wh> has this condition "f
chance found a lodgment In my feel¬
ings': Forsooth It Is possible thai
Governor Wilson will vet break withprofessor D fihey, of th« Universityof Virginia. he parted with ColonelHarvey, of Harper's Weekly, and. I
tear, "Marse Henry,' the vigorous and,defiant Nestor of Democracy, whohas never faltered, never acted In the
role of a snarling Thorsltos,

If the "scholar In politics" breaks
with hl« best and strongest politiciilfriends, a fortiori, may he not sooner
or later, with tho opportunity, part
company with sonic of tho best and
oldest tenets of Jeffersonlun Democ¬racy? 1 fear that Governor Wilson Is
not the right and strong man to lead
n now confident, buoyant and deter-
mined Democracy to ti triumphant vic¬
tory. «' A. RICHARDSON.
January IS.

A Word to Tobacco Growers.To the Editor Of The Times-Dispute i.
Sir,.I onlv want to say that If the

tohueeo growers will exercise their]right to pi'ici their tobacco there is,no reason why the tobacco-growingsections should not ibe as prosperous
as the grain and stock-growing sec¬
tions. IThe people of the bright belt of)Virginia and Carolina have practically
a monopoly, and the reason they are
not rich Is beOnuse they have let the
either fellow do all the pricing oftheir toboci o
The richest gold mine in the world

would be of little value to the owner
if the ore: was dumped out ns our
tobacco is dumped out and lot thebuyer take it rtl any old price his
conscience would allow.

Danville will got there just at the
same rate that the people arouiKl Dan¬
ville get more for their tobacco.

W. C. COUSINS.
Nathalie.

The Hrit Ever.
To Hie Bditor of The Times-Dispatch:Sir..I congratulate you on the great
newspaper you srt getting out. wed- |nesday'H sheet was the heat edition
ever yet printed, and you have thoopportunity now to do a great work
for Virginia.
The Tax Commissioner, Dr. Di K.I1 rconian, i- doing good work as a

writer on scientific und practical tax jrefortih and I support him he artily, lie
well whys thai tho real fight :n theLegislature will be to establish the.
"average valuation" of land in each

Abe Martin.

When folks teil you you hainlchanged n lilt |t'j usually 'cause theycan'l think ¦.' anything else t' say. it
costs more t' In rp th' good will o' some
people than It does a tourin' car.

A PICTORIAL SERMONETTE
ON THE PURSUIT OF WEALTH.

By John T. McCutcheon.
tOoTrrig-btf 191*1 By John T. MoCntObWCL 1

The man whote tale object in life ia money making.
county, and to make this average come'
UP to the average of actual bona fide
Of course, there Is going t'-> be op-|position to this. Few people will

voluntarily surrender valuable prlvi-leptes, such as the monopolv of land
With a merely nominal tax on It.

But the people now need to nee all
the land to the maximum of prodtic-rlon. and common sense and Justiceshow Ihnt the money for po"d ioads
and p;oori schools must be paid by land
.for these rapidly growing Inn« vat-
ties are created altogether bv popula-tlon and the "benefits of government "

Though the title to the land is held
by Individuals, every man, woman iincl
child ha- got a community Interest in
nil the hind In Virginia. They make
the \nlues. The time Is psst when
land owners can tlx their own tax as¬
sessment to stilt their Inclination.

"PIEDMONT."
hnrlottesville.

'the Ago of Wonders.
Tie Atre of which the poets sung.
And dreamers dream'd when earth was

young.
Seems now at hand, the reign of peace,
When carnivals of blood shall cease.
When battleships shall cease to be,
And Commerce only rule the sea.
All men as brothers with one aim.
To help each other and proclaim.
As did tiie Christ, who drst beganThe common brotherhood of man.
Wltoh kings who sit upon a throne
-Must rule in Justice, or condone
l"or such offense by stepping down
Beneath the World's Indignant frown;
When social class excluslvonesa
Is based on merit, nothing Icbs;
When "Blue-blood" lias no greater

weight
In managing affairs of state
Than others with an equal cluim
To present.not descended.fame.

Wondrous Era, when nature plays
Into man's band ten thousand ways;
When lightning, once tho dread of

man.
Is harncss'd, made to servo itia plan;
While steam and gas and dynamite
Obey man's will.his servants quite;
When muminoth steamers ride tho sea,
All sufe. whore perils used to be;
Electric and the railway train
Through mountains plunge and over

the plain.
With so much speed, a week, no more.
And they have sped from shore to

shore.
While spindles by the million click
In factories, and voices speak
In phonographs, of those now dead
Repeat, preserve the words tiny said:
While music's sweel, celestial tone
Is ours through the graphophone;
And "moving pictures" now portray
The quickest movement, facial piny;
Aye, on the canvas soem to unroll
Tlie very passions of tho soul;
While telegraph and telephone
Have knit the- who!,- world Into one,
Raubling inn mo hold converse
With wellnigh half the Universe.

But hotter for than all of these
Is Science's conquest of disease:
Thro' "Kays Roentgen's" wondrous

lens
It beards the lions in their dens.
Revealing tn the surgeon's eye
Tho very seat where dangers He*
Cures, marvelous in former age,
So common now they've puss'd the

Ftllge
Of wonderment; In every land
Health-bringing Sanatoriums stnnd.
While kind asylums ope' the door
Kor all the sick, or rich, or poor:
Aye, even conquest of the air
Seems now assured, when airships bear
Man and his message everywhere,
All thro' the atmospheric zone.
Where hitherto but birds have flown;
No waxen wings, as fables taught.
To melt when In conjunction brought
With solar rays, but built to stand
'Gulnst heat und cold o'er ovcry land.
And thus we soe this vast domain
Now yields to science, 'in its train
Ere long to bo a captive lend
To Its triumphant car, and shed
Fresh lustre on creation's head,
w («116 printing presses volumes pour.
Ten thousands now to one before;
And godly "civic righteousness,"
The world to sweeten and to bless,
Comes on apace, and calls u hfilt,
.Makes rascals "sit below the salt."
The hde'oiis reign of graft and guilt
Is doomed, with all Its methodu vile
Exposed, its power melts away
Before the. public's scorn to-day.
Let na thank God; aye, one nntl all.
Such time to live Old us befall;
In better world, in better dny.
Than, all or any passed nwny.

Cascade. DUVAI, TOBTET?.

Venr-IInrinnny,
To the Editor of T-lio Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.Have you noticed that w.e only

lack one letter eif having Ilnrnion(y)
In the Democratic rinrty?

W, C. COUSINS.
Nathalie,

La Marquise de Fonienoy
ORD DEFIES, and his wife, who
was Miss Vivien Gould, of New
York, have reined from Lord An¬
naly (popularly nicknamed "Slop-.jer"), the hitters henullttil oounlry seat,known as Lnttrcllstown. It lakes Its

nnm<- from the Luttrell family, ofwhich tho Earl of Carhampton was thechief, nnd which had owned the piacesince the reign Of Henry VI. II Isbeautifully situated on the banks of!the LIlTcy, about six miles from the
city of Dublin, and among Its moatfamous occupants have been the "wlekred Bar] of Carhampton, who t\as re¬
puted to have sold his soul to the de-Vll, and t'olonnl J.uttrell, the oppon-ent of Wilkes at tne, memorable Mid-!dieses election, some hundred yearsl
a Bo.
The mr-.nner In which it ramo Intothe possession of the White family, ofWillah Lord Annaly Is the chief. Israther romantic. Lord Ahhaly'a great-grandfather hailed from tho L«le of

Mar., drifted over to Dublin, where he tbecame the errand boy of a second-'hand bookseller, and being ambitious,started In business for himself, tu the'
same line. One day ho found a lotteryrlcket In the pages of a second-handbook which he had purchased w ith ajob lot ut a public sale. Fortunatelyf,.r himself, he failed In his efforts todispose of the ticket, anil It was left;on his hands, winning tho prize of$100.000. which proved the foundationof his fortune. He died a millionaire, jund a member of Parliament, and whilethree of his sons hud teats lu the',House of Common», the fourth became!Lord Annaly. and purchased from tholast Lord Carhampton the estate ofLuttrellstown.
Lord Annaly. who I" tb» permanentl«»rd In waiting to King George, and afavorite member of the tatter's house,hold, has lived but little at Luttrells¬

town, making his principal home atlloldenby House, his place in North¬
ampton, whore Queen Elizabeth used
to stay, where .lames I. resided for jmonths together, and where Charles L
was kept In durance after he sur-rendered to the Scottish army at New. |castle. Holdenby House ha«" been Im-mortallzed In Whyte Nclvllle'S most
popular novel, "The Queen's Maries." jIiOrd Annaly was for many years mas- I
ter of the Pytchley Hunt.

The marriage of Colonel and Mrs. J.Laycock, who have just lost their eld¬est son, a remarkably handsome boyuf eight, was preceded by one Of those,
dramas of f-lnglish society of which
only portions get Into the courts.

Colonel Laynock, who was the heat
man of t.ho Duke of Westminster on the
occasion of the kilter's marriage, andwho has visited this country several
times, on one or another of his bigSteam yachts, on the occasion of the
America cup races, is a man of very
great wealth and very popular. He
was notoriously infatuated with n cer¬tain peeress of the realm, who has oc¬
cupied tho limelight in many different
ways during the last quarter of a cen¬
tury. She is the wife of an earl. No¬ticing that Colonel Laycoek's devotion
to her was diminishing, she sought the
cause, and found it, in his Infatuation
for the exceptionally fascinating nn.1
beautiful Marchioness of Downshire.
that is to say. a woman nearly half
her age. ,

The Marquis of Downshire remained
In complete ignorance that his wifo
was accepting the attentions of anyother man, until the countess was led,hv a spirit of jealousy and revenge, to
Induce Lord Downshiro to force open
a desk In which the marchioness's cor¬
respondence with Colonel l>aycock was
concealed. A divorce ensued, and as
soon as the decree was made absolute
the marchlonoss married Colonel Lay-
cock.
While touring afterwards on tho

Continent, thoy met with a terribleautomobile accident, tho colonel escap¬
ing relatively unhurt, while his wlfo
was so badly Injlirod, ono of her feet

being entirely wrench«! orr. that t leleg hud to be amputated. It was af¬
ter Ulli that the boy wag born. Ill ;.¦feet health, ami remained the idol --rhla parent* until his .loath on Chrlst-
maa .lay.
This terrible automobile tie blent, s

Well as tho manner In which Mrs. Luy-OOCk had hen betrayed to her tir«thut-band, by tho countess to whom ri f-
eronee has been made above, nad the
. ffect of exciting a good deal of sym¬pathy for her by society, by which l«
was in ooursi of lime received virtual¬
ly a? ..f old. though, of course, sh-- d'.
not go to court. Public sympathy In
her b«half is no-.v reilvcd one- more,through tho loss of her boy.Mrs. Laycock Is the daughter ,f |hcHon. Hugh Han, eon of the secondEarl of LJrtowell. Th» founder if the
fortunes of hei present hiiaband \v..s
Joseph Laycock, who started life ris a
working blacksmith, and o: whom It
w.is said that everything he lout .!
turned Into gold. Whether by nAlivcshrewdness, or good luck, or both, he
iriHde. a large fortune, and the historyof it. If written, would be a genuine
romance of business. One of his feats
was tho creation of :ho Blyth and Tj no
Itallroad the only line ever owned,
controlled and constructed by one :nin
In the United Kingdom. But before his
death he sold It to the North Eastern
Itallroad Hl an Immens« profit. He In¬
vested much of hl« money In tho pur¬
chase of collieries, and died sonii thir¬
ty years ago. leaving everything !o his
KOn, Robert, a Liberal member of Par¬
liament, and married to a daughter of
Christian Allhusen, owner of the Im¬
mense alkali works, on the Tyne.

Robert Laycock lived only a fort¬
night to enjoy his father's Inheritance,and as Colonel I^aycock was then a
mere boy. the Immense property .:0m»
lug to him from his father and grand¬
father went on accumulating d.:r!i.sills minority.
He Served throughout the Boer War,

uii the staff of General Sir John
l;'ren.-h, nnd won. the Distinguished
Service Order. Uc tg an enthusiastic
motorist, riding in tho car which won
the first race from Paris to Berlin. He
makes ills home, with his wife, at
Wiseton Hall, in Yorkshire, which he
purchased from the lato Lord Spencer,
and Is n member of the Royal YachtSquadron.

I.uril Somers, who has become so en.
IhuSlastlc about Canada that he has
not only started forming In the neigh¬
borhood of Toronto, but has Induced
his brother-in-law and sl6ter. Lord and
Lady Hyde, to follow his example, has
recently resigned his commission of
lieutenant in the First Lifo Guards, In
order to devote himaelf more complete¬
ly to hts Canadian enterprises and
home. He was ono of the pagos In at¬
tendance upon King Edward at his
coronation, and will inherit a good
deal of property on tho death of his
kinswoman, Lady Henry Somerset.
The next heir to hip peerage, and 10

the property coming to him from Lady
Henry, Is his uncle, tho Rev. Henry
Somers Cocks, rector of Edenbridge.
in Kent, and married to a daughter of
Llowelyn Uaskell, of Boston. Mass. The
Rev. Henry's next brother, who Is also
In he lino of succession to the Somers
barony and property, is likewlso mar¬
ried to an American girl, his wlfo be¬
ing a daughter of Major Sabin, of the
United States arrny. t
On the death of the third and last

Earl of Somers. In 1S«3, tho Earldom of
Somers, and his Viseounty of Eastnor,
became extinct; his Barony of Somers.
dating from 178-1, descending, however,
along with the entailed property, yield¬
ing un income of about $10,000 o year,
to his cousin, the present T^ord Som¬
ers. The earl at the same time be¬
queathed the major portion of his
property. Including a lot of real es¬
tate in London, known as Somers
Town, and also Eustnor Castle, to Iiis
daughters, Adeline, widowed Duchess
of Bedford, and Lady Henry Somerset,
of temperance fame, for life, tho prop¬
erty to revert at their respective
deaths to young I^ord Homers, who will
then becofno very rich Indeod.
(Copyright, 1Ö12, by tho Brentwood

Company.)

COMFORT IN TRAVELING
The National State and City Bank

Richmond, va.,
Furnishes

letters OF CREDIT
and

travelers' checks,
which enable a traveler to obtain money without inconveni¬
ence in any part of the world.


